Chinese  parents  demand  safety  for  children 


Threaten  ‘Severe  action’ 


By  Marian  Hwang 

In  a  Iasi  hour  effort, 
members  of  the  recently-formed 
Boston  Chinese  Parents’ 
Association  (BCPA)  met  in  an 
attempt  to  force  the  school 
department  to  comply  with 
demands  made  earlier  by  the 
BCPA  for  the  safe  and  quality 
education  of  approximately 


1,000  Chinese  students  being 
bused  under  Phase  2 
Desegregation  Plan  which  begins 
when  school  opens  September 
8. 

At  a  news  conference  on 
September  3,  Lui  Mi  Yu  and 
Judy  Leong,  spokespersons  for 
the  parent’s  association, 
reiterated  the  objectives  of  the 
BCPA.  They  complained  of  what 
they  considered  racially-dis- 


“We  have  presented  our  demands  in  a  reasonable  and 
cooperative  way,  but  the  response... received  has  not  been 
sufficient  or  appropriate.  If  measures  are  not  taken  within 
the  next  few  days  to  comply  with  our  concerns  for  quality 
education  and  [for  our  children’s]  safety,  we  will  be  forced 
to  take  more  severe  action. 

“We  have  not  decided  on  the  kind  of  action  [we]  will 
take... we  will  struggle  to  get  our  demands  met.” 

Lui  Mi  Yu, 
mother  and  spokesperson  for 
Boston  Chinese  Parents’  Assn. 
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criminatory  tactics  and  the 
insensitivity  of  the  School 
Committee  which  would  prevent 
a  safe  and  quality  education  for 
Chinese  students  being  bused. 

Among  the  issues  raised  by 
the  BCPA  are: 

1)  All  communication-such 
as  notices  of  meetings  with  and 
from  the  school  department  are 
only  in  English-thereby 
effectively  excluding  the 
majority  of  Chinese  parents 
from  receiving  information 
about  the  busing  program; 

2)  While  the  majority  of 
students  being  bused  to  the  Eliot 


Boston  primary- 
elections  on 
September  23 

The  City’s  primary  elections 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday, 
September  23.  All  polls  will  be 
open  from  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Boston’s  non-partisan  open 
primary  election,  this  year,  has 
four  candidates  for  Mayor 
seeking  the  two  positions  on  the 
general  election  ballot. 

The  four  candidates  are: 
State  Sen.  Joseph  F.  Timilty; 
Robert  Gibbons,  U.S.  Labor 
Party  candidate;  Norman  Oliver, 
the  Socialist  Workers  Party 
candidate;  and  incumbent  Mayor 
Kevin  H.  White. 

Also  up  for  grabs  are  the  nine 
seats  on  the  City  Council. 

Registered  voters  in  the 
Chinatown-South  Cove  area 
(Ward  3,  Precinct  8)  may  vote  at 
Don  Bosco  High  School  at  the 
corner  of  Warrenton  Street  and 
Shawmut  Avenue. 

Residents  in  the  South  End’s 
Ward  3,  Precinct  7,  may  cast 
their  votes  at  Holy  Trinity 
Church  on  Shawmut  Avenue. 

Persons  in  the  Castle  Square 
complex  in  Ward  5,  Precinct  1, 
should  vote  at  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  School  at  the  corner  of 
Melrose  and  Arlington  Street. 

The  general  election  will  be 
held  on  November  4. 


Four  of  the  five  finalists  in  the  August  Moon  baby  contest  are,  left  to  right:  Ivy  Eng,  Connie  Tom, 
Johnny  Yan,  and  Bob  Lee,  Jr.  Missing  is  David  Young.  Winners  were  Connie  and  Johnny. 


For  more  August  Moon  photos,  see  page 


School  are  Chinese,  the  parents  of 
Chinese  students  have  been 
denied  representation  on  the 
“Biracial  council,”  and 

3)  All  but  one  of  the  five 
school  to  which  Chinese 
students  will  be  bused  has 
Chinese  staff  members. 

On  July  30,  the  association 
presented  a  list  of  nine  demands 
for  the  safety  and  quality 
education  of  the  Chinese 
students.  These  demandss 
stressed  the  need  for  two 
i  Chinese  teachers,  and  two 
Chinese  transitional  aides  at  all 
schools,  and  for  two  Chinese  bus 
escorts  at  every  school  to  which 
Chinese  students  are  assigned. 
The  BCPA  also  sought  two 
bilingual  school  community 
information  officers;  a  guarantee 
of  safe  bus  boarding  and 
disembarking  procedures,  secure 
arrival  and  departure  procedures; 
responsible  assembly  and  crowd 
control;  and  a  police  force  which 
has  a  maximum  number  of  50 
percent  of  the  force  composed 
of  police  assigned  from  the  local 
precinct. 

A  subsequent  meeting  with 
the  School  Committee  failed  to 
arrive  at  any  answers  or 
solutions  to  the  parent’s 
demands,  and  on  September  2, 
the  association  restated  their 
demands  to  the  School 
Committee. 

“We  have  presented  our 
demands  in  a  reasonable  and 
cooperative  way,”  states  Ms.  Yu, 
“but,  the  response. ..received  has 

*  Continued  on  page  4 
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|  On  Monday,  when  school 
|  opened  in  Boston,  Chinese 

■  students  boycotted  classes  to 

■  protest  “overall  disregard  for 
J  the  rights  of  all  Chinese  par- 
*  ents  and  students.”  It  was 
I  part  of  a  three-day  boycott 
|  called  by  the  Boston  Chinese 
j  Parents  Association  (BCPA). 

The  boycott  drew  immedi- 
j  ate  attention  to  the  BCPA’s 
J  concerns.  On  Tuesday,  the 
■second  day  of  school  busing 
I  and  the  BCPA  boycott,  school 
I  officials  met  with  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Parents’  Assn. 

|  (Continued  On  Pare  Three) 


Tam  Brothers  Defense  Fund  nearing  goal 


Nearly  $9,000  has  been 
contributed  to  the  Tam  Brothers 
Defense  Fund,  closing  in  on  the 
$10,000  goal  set  by  the  Defense 
Fund  committee. 


Contributions  have  been 
flowing  in  steadily  since  appeals 
sent  out  in  late  June.  Money,  in 
small  bills  from  individuals  and 
in  collective  amounts  from 


In  Boston  Oct.  19 

Acrobats  from  Taiwan  plan  US  tour 


The  Chinese  Acrobats  of 
Taiwan,  a  troupe  with  65 
Chinese  musicians,  ku-fu 
experts,  dancers,  jugglers  and 
other  skilled  artists,  will  tour  the 
United  States  this  fall  under 
sponsorship  of  the  Republic  of 
China  in  commemoration  of  the 
U.S.  Bicentennial. 

The  Chinese  Acrobats  of 
Taiwan  will  perform  daring 
feats,  demonstrate  grace  and 
precision,  as  they  continue  a 
tradition  of  art  and  theatre 
which  exemplifies  an  ancient 


and  integral  part  of  the  Chinese 
culture.  It  is  based  on  a  desire 
for  man  to  find  perfect  harmony 
between  mind  and  body  and 
thus  achieve  perfections. 

This  particular  troupe  of 
Chinese  acrobatics  are  expected 
to  perform  a  variety  of  acts 
which  have  never  been  seen  in 
the  U.S. 

The  Chinese  Acrobats  of 
Taiwan  are  scheduled  for  two 
performances  both  on  Sunday, 
October  19,  at  3  and  $  p.m.  at 
the  Boston  Symphony  Hall. 


Shows  will  also  be  performed 
in  Providence,  R.I.;  Hartford, 
Connecticut;  and  Springfield, 
Mass. 

Tickets  for  the  shows  are 
now  available  at  a  cost  of  $7.50, 
$6.50,  $5.50,  and  $4.50  at  the 
Eastern  Supermarket  in  Boston 
Chinatown  at  the  corner  of 
Beach  Street  and  Harrison 
Avenue.  Tickets  may  also  be 
purchased  at  the  Symphony  Hall 
Box  Office,  Huntington  Avenue. 
Boston,  Ma.,  02115. 


sympathetic  groups,  have  come 
from  throughout  the  Northeast, 
New  York,  and  from  as  far  away 
as  Honolulu. 

Both  the  Boston  and  the  New 
York  City  Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Associations  have 
formally  voted  to  support  the 
Tam  Brothers  in  their  defense 
efforts. 

Both  James  C.  Tam,  19,  and 
his  brother  George,  17,  were 
charged  with  assault  and  battery 
in  a  Charlestown  street  fight 
which  resulted  in  the  stabbing 
death  of  a  16-year-old  Patrice 
Borden.  In  August,  the  Grand 
Jury  indicted  James  Tam  for 
second  degree  murder. 

Since  then,  the  Boston 
Chinatown  community--in 
unprecedented  action-has  rallied 
to  provide  both  moral  and 
financial  support  toward  the 
Tam  brothers’  legal  defense.  The 
community  has  also  been 
outspoken  in  its  concern  that 


the  incident-in  which  as  many 
as  13  youths  are  said  to  have 
been  involved  in  a  “general 
melee”-carries  significant  racial 
overtones.  Only  the  two  Tam 
brothers,  both  Chinese  and  the 
only  Chinese  involved,  were 
arrested  and  charged.  All  others 
involved  were  white. 

In  Suffolk  Superior  Court,  in 
mid-August,  James  Tam  pleaded 
innocent  to  the  second  degree 
murder  complaint  and  was 
released  on  $10,000  bail.  His 
brother,  George  Tam,  was 
arraigned  in  Charlestown  District 
Court  on  a  charge  of  assault  and 
battery  with  a  dangerous 
weapon  and  is  free  on  $1,000 
personal  recognizance. 

To  date,  contributions  have 
enabled  James  Tam  to  complete 
high  school.  Donations  have  also 
been  spent  for  medical 
examinations,  court  costs, 

*  Continued  on  page  3 
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A  new  consciousness 

The  consciousness  ot  Chinese- Americans  in  New 
England  has  risen  tremendously  in  1975— not  because  of 
its  own  inherent  desire,  but  because  of  outside  thrusts 
forcing  this  community  to  respond  defensively. 

This  new  awareness,  this  new  unity,  this  new 
solidarity— this  awakening  which  has  turned  many 
otherwise  passive  observers  into  very  political  and 
intensely  civic-concerned  citizens— is  both  exciting  and 
invigorating. 

There  is  a  new  spirit,  a  new  feeling  for  our  brethren, 
and  a  new  concern  for  our  community,  in  the  wake  of  the 
struggle. 

The  struggle  for  Chinese  parents— many  of  whom  speak 
little  if  any  English— is  to  ensure  safety  for  their  children 
as  they  are  bused  out  of  the  familiar  environment  into 
what  may  be  hostile  communities,  which  in  protest  against 
the  court-ordered  busing  to  achieve  desegregation,  will 
tolerate  violence.  The  Boston  Chinese  Parents  Association 
is  a  new  group  which  has  in  just  a  short  time  become— out 
of  simple  necessity— a  political  force,  with  a  following  of 
several  hundred  concerned  parents.  It  is  a  group  of 
individuals,  who  in  their  common  problems,  have 
organized  to  protest  insensitivity  and  a  lack  of 
interest/action  on  the  part  of  the  School  Department,  the 
courts,  the  City  Coordinating  Council  and  the  School 
Committee.  The  Chinese  parents  are,  perhaps  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  Boston’s  Chinatown,  demanding  to 
be  heard.  And  for  good  causes:  for  the  safety  of  their 
children  and  for  quality  education. 

So,  too,  the  struggle  for  justice  for  the  Tam  Brothers  is 
a  concern  of  this  community.  It  is  a  concern  which  is  being 
shared  by  Chinese- Americans  outside  the  boundaries  of 
Greater  Boston.  Contributions  for  their  defense  fund  have 
come  from  Chinese  communities  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
U.S.  The  charge  of  murder  is  a  serious  and  sensitive  one 
and  this  community  stands  rightly  indignant.  The 
contributions  which  arrive  each  day  are  testimony  to  the 
unwillingness  of  this  usually  quiet,  “model”  minority 
people  to  accept  injustice. 

This  heightened  consciousness  will  make  us  all  stronger 
somehow.  These  bicentennial  times  are  upon  us  all.  There 
are  still  quiet  revolutions  occuring. 


From  you. . . 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  SAMPAN,  we  wanted  to  hear  from  you. 
We  did!  (And  for  those  of  you  we  missed,  we  are  re-printing  our 
request  for  audience  feedback). 

We  want  to  share  with  you  some  comments  and  suggestions 
from  various  readers.  We  were  pleased  with  the  very  positive 
comments  from  all  respondents  (We  hope  you’H  also  feel  free  to 
write  us  when  we've  goofed  or  when  you’ve  got  some  criticism, 
too). 

Most  people  asked  for  more  "local  Chinatown  news”  and 
“community  news,”  as  well  as  a  “calendar  of  upcoming 
activities.”  We’re  very  concerned,  naturally,  with  keeping  our 
readers  up  to  date  about  organizational  events,  programs,  movies, 
etc.  We  need  your  help,  too.  If  you  are  involved  in  any  clubs, 
organizations,  agency,  or  association  sponsoring  any  events,  write 
us:  Give  us  at  least  a  month’s  notice. 

Our  advertising  is  growing.  One  reader  suggested  “classified  ads 
or  personals."  All  right,  but  a  lot  of  it  is  up  to  you--the  reader,  to 
contribute  toward  making  the  SAMPAN  what  it  should  and  can 
be--send  us  material. 

Job  openings  are  harder  to  run,  because  of  printing  deadlines 
and  early  “closing  dates”  on  many  jobs. ..but  we'll  try. 

The  Chinese  Collegiate  Student  Organizations  have  been  great 
past  supporters  of  the  SAMPAN  and  we  hope  to  publicize  their 
events  more  in  the  coming  year. 

We  celebrate  our  fourth  birthday  with  next  month's  issue.. .the 
start  of  a  new  year  for  us,  new  challenges  and  goals. 

Thanks  for  your  comments.  We  hope  that  you’ll  keep  them 
coming. 


ADVERTISING  is  accepted  to  cover  costs  of  publishing  and 
other  related  expenses.  Deadline  for  advertising  is  the  last  day  of 
the  preceding  month  before  publication.  Printed  photo-offset. 
Repro  proofs,  art  work  and  photographs  are  acceptable.  Mats, 
engravings  and  electros,  etc.  are  not  accepted.  Rates:  $3  per 
column  inch,  quarter  page,  $50;  half-page,  $85;  full  page,  $150. 

SPONSOR  OF  THE  MONTH ---$100. 

Advertising  inquiries  should  be  directed  to:  SAMPAN, 
Advertising  Manager,  c/o  CACA  Multi-Service  Center,  85A  Tyler 
Street,  Boston,  MA,  02111;  or  call  426-8673. 


Cash  rebates  offered  homeowners 
for  home  repairs,  improvements 


The  City  of  Boston  is  urging 
residents  of  Chinatown  to  take 
advantage  of  a  once  in  a  lifetime 
opportunity  to  receive  20%  cash 
rebates  for  a  variety  of  home 
repairs  and  improvement 
projects  geared  to  the 
preservation  and  improvement 
of  Boston’s  neighborhoods. 

If  you  are  the  occupant  and 
owner  of  a  one  to  six  family  unit 
structure  who  has  a  “taxable 
income”  of  less  than  $16,000 
per  year  as  reported  on  your 
income  tax  return,  you  are 


eligible  for  the  Housing 
Improvement  Program  (HIP) 
funded  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

Besides  the  above 
requirements,  a  rehabilitation 
'housing  specialist  must  conduct 
a  survey  and  approve  all  work 
items  and  value  of  repairs. 

Repairs  for  which  a  20% 
rebate  may  be  received  include: 
water  systems,  sewer  systems, 
heating  and  electrical  systems; 
plumbing  systems  including 
defective  sinks,  tubs,  etc.;  insect/ 
rodent  eradication;  deteriorating 


exit  ways,  steps,  walls,  ceilings, 
floors,  porches,  roof(s),  gutters 
and  downspouts,  chimneys, 
foundations,  exterior  walls, 
windows  and  insulation. 

To  date,  there  has  been  little 
response  to  this  program  from 
the  Chinatown  residents,  and 
City  officials  urge  residents  to 
take  advantage. 

Non-essential  work,  such  as 
construction  of  an  addition  to  a 
home,  installation  of  a  pool,  or 
decorative  work  does  NOT 
qualify  for  a  rebate. 

Most  important  to  the  Home 
Improvement  Program  is  the 
requirement  that  homeowners 
enroll  in  the  program  BEFORE 
beginning  the  repair. 

Funding  for  the  cash  rebates 
derives  from  the  City’s  $32.1 
million  share  of  federal 
Community  Development  block 
grants. 

The  Housing  Improvement 
Program  draws  on  the 
experience  from  a  similar 
program,  which  helped  improve 
1000  homes  last  year  through 
the  incentives  of  a  10  per  cent 
tax  credit. 

For  more  information, 
contact  Chinatown  Little  City 
Hall  at  542-5931,  or  the  Housing 
Improvement  Program  at 
148  State  Street,  722-4228. 


Notes  omission 
of  ABCD  ass’t. 

Dear  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  adding  me  to 
your  mailing  list.  I  have  just 
received  the  August  issue  with 
considerable  interest.  I  want  to 
complement  you  on  what 
appears  to  me  to  be  an 
excellently  done  newspaper. 

On  page  eight,  you  ran  an 
article  about  the  summer  school 
taking  place  at  the  Holy  Trinity 
Rectory;  in.  light  of  the 
considerable  efforts  of  Father 
Thomas  Szeliga,  John  Wong  and 
the  rest  of  the  faculty,  I  am 
disappointed  that  the  coverage 
was  not  more  extensive.  A 
tremendous  effort  has  gone  into 
making  this  somewhat  unusual 
program  a  tremendous  success. 

I  am  also  disappointed  that 
the  article  did  not  mention  the 
fact  that  most  of  the  faculty  are 
work-study  students  whose 
agency  share  is  being  paid  for  by 
Action  for  Boston  Community 
Development.  This  is  the  third 
year  in  a  row  that  ABCD  has 
enabled  a  group  of  students  to 
work  in  Chinatown  assisting 
various  agencies.  This  year  was 
the  biggest  and  most  successful 
summer  program.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  we  are  particularly 
disappointed  that  ABCD’s 
modest  contribution  was  not 
acknowledged. 

Perhaps  you  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  rectify  this 
omission  in  the  next  issue. 

I  look  forward  to  receiving 
future  issues  of  this  excellent 
newspaper. 

Claude  G.  Lancome 
Director 
Social  Services  and 
Education  Department 


Congressman  Joseph  Moakley  visited  the  Golden  Age  Center 
recently  to  see  how  Title  VII-  Hot  Lunch  Program  for  the  elderly 
was  operating  in  Chinatown  with  him  is  Executive  Director,  Ruth 
Moy,  discussing  the  facility’s  unique  seven  day  operation  which 
includes  preparing  Chinese  meals  on  the  premises.  The  Golden 
Age  Center  is  the  only  totality  non-catered  elderly  center  in 
Boston  with  its  own  kitchen. 
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Support,  contributions  arrive  from  across  US 

From  page  1 


photographs,  etc.  on  behalf  of 
the  defense. 

Since  the  incident,  the  ten 
Chinese  families  living  in  the 
Mishawaum  Apartments  in 
Charlestown  had  been  unduly 
harrassed  and  were  forced  to 
move  out.  Another  related 
incident  involved  the  apparent 
attempt  to  run  down  a  Chinese 
girl  riding  on  a  bike.  The  girl 
suffered  a  broken  leg. 

In  light  of  the  upcoming 
Phase  2  desegregation  order,  in 
which  Charlestown  students  will 
be  involved  in  busing,  the 
incident  also  raises  new  spectres 
for  Chinese  parents  who  will 
have  their  children  bused  into 
schools  in  the  nearly  all-white, 
predominantly  Irish  community. 
(See  related  stories  this  issue). 


As  of  August  30,  the  Tam 
Brothers  Defense  Fund  had 
collected  $8,621,  excluding  a 
pledge  of  $1,000  from  the  New 
York  Tam  Family  Association. 

A  member  of  the  defense 
fund  noted,  however,  that 
contributions  above  and  beyond 
the  $10,000  goal  will  be  needed 
to  provide  sufficient  legal 
support. 

On  September  28  the  Tam 
brothers’  legal  counsel,  Atty. 
Norman  Zalkind,  will  file  a 
challenge  of  the  Grand  Jury 
composition,  stressing  that  the 
ethnic  composition  would  be 
inherently  biased  against 
providing  a  fair  trial. 


Both  James  and  George  Tam 
emigrated  to  the  U.S.  three  years 
ago  with  their  mother,  a  Boston 
Chinatown  seamstress,  who 
supports  the  family.  James  had 
been  a  senior  honor  student  in 
the  work-study  curriculum  at 
Boston  High  School  and  had 
planned  to  enter  Brandeis 
University  this  fall.  His  brother 
George,  who  attended  Brighton 
High  School,  is  also  considered 
an  excellent  student  and  had 
also  planned  to  attend  college 
after  graduation. 

Contributions  to  the  Tam 
Brothers  Defense  Fund  are  still 
urgently  needed,  noted  a 
committee  member.  Donations 
may  be  directed  to: 


Benefits  Gin  Soon 


Martial  Arts  Demonstration  Set 


The  .  Gin  Soon  Tai  Chi  Club 
will  sponsor  a  fund  raising 
martial  arts  demonstration  on 
Sunday,  October  5,  at  7:30 
p.m.  at  the  John  Hancock 
Hall.  Featured  masters  will 
include  the  teachers  of  various 
martial  arts  styles,  including 
Kung-fu,  Karate  and  Kenpo. 

The  Gin  Soon  Tai  Chi  Club 
was  organized  to  study  and 
promote  the  ancient  Chinese 
method  of  exercise,  Tai  Chi 
Chuan,  a  slow,  relaxed  martial 


art  which  concentrates  On  de¬ 
veloping  good  health  and 
tranquality.  Tai  Chi  is  the 
“soft”  style  of  Kung-fun,  as 
opposed  to  the  “hard  style” 
Kung-fu  and  Karate,  the 
more  popularized  fighting 
forms. 

Ardent  supporters  of  Tai 
Chi  Chuan  claim  numerous 
health  benefits  associated  with 
dedicated  practice  of  the 
“soft”  style  Kung-fu,  including 


improved  digestion,  blood  cir¬ 
culation,  relaxed  nervous  sys¬ 
tem,  body  control,  and  in¬ 
creased  concentration.  Tai 
Chi  is  practiced  by  people  of 
all  ages  and  without  regard  to 
physical  or  sexual  limitations. 

Masters  (sifus)  from  dif¬ 
ferent  martial  arts  schools  on 
the  East  Coast  will  perform. 

Tickets  are  $4,  $5,  and  $6 
and  may  be  purchased  at: 

Cathay  Corner, 

60  Beach  St. 


Tam  Brothers  Defense  Fund 
c/o  National  Shawmut  Bank 
61  Harrison  Avenue 
Boston,  Mass.  02111 


For  Information  on  the 
Bicentennial  in  Massachusetts 


Call  Toll-Free  1-800-242-0980 

massachusetls  bcenlemalcommss<on 


Oct.  5 

Eastern  Market, 
corner  of  Harrison  and 
Beach 

Sun  Sun  Grocery  Store, 
34  Oxford 

Song  Hee  Restaurant, 
Beach  St. 

Chinatown  Little 

City  Hall, 

14  Oxford 

CACA  Multi-Service 

Center, 

85  Tyler. 


Persons  interested  in 
volunteering  time  on  behalf  of 
the  Tam  Brothers  defense  or  for 
more  information,  call  Jane 
Leung  at  426-3339. 

BULLETIN 

(Continued  From  Page  One) 

and  agreed  to  meet  the  basic 
demands  of  the  parents  for 
bilingual,  Chinese  bus  moni¬ 
tors,  transitional  aids  and 
teachers. 

On  the  first  day  of  school, 
according  to  observers,  Chi¬ 
nese  students  completely  boy¬ 
cotted  Quincy  Elementary 
School  and  Prescott.  Only  a. 
couple  of  Chinese  students  re¬ 
ported  at  Charlestown  High 
.School.  (29  scheduled  to  be 
bused  there). 

Some  1,000  Chinese  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  South  End  and 
from  Chinatown  were  to  be 
bused  to  schools  in  the  North 
End  and  to  Charlestown. 

The  BCPA  protested  the 
lack  of  Chinese  teachers,  Chi¬ 
nese  transitional  aids  and  the 
lack  of  Chinese  parents  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  biracial  councils. 

The  association  said  no 
means  of  communicating  ef¬ 
fectively  with  parents  have 
been  established,  and  that  no 
“concrete  action”  was  taken 
to  secure  safety  for  Chinese 
students  being  bused. 


real  estate  opportunities,  rentals 


Administrative 

Coordinator 

—  Full  Time 

Qualifications:  experience  in 
human  services  and/or 
education;  community 
organizing;  program 
development/  proposal  writing; 
human  relations;  and  budgeting. 

Bilingual  skills  preferred 
(Cantonese-Toisonese/  English) 
Salary:  $13,700,  negotiable. 


Office  Organizer 

—Full  Time 

Duties:  Establish  and 
organize  office,  coordinate  and 
manage  internal  affairs  of  QSCC. 
Hours  must  be  flexible. 


Salary : 
negotiable. 


$ 7 ,000  -$ 8 , 000, 


Bilingual  skills  preferred 
(Cantonese-Toisonese/  English) 


Applications  and  information 
should  be  directed  to: 

QSCC. 

34  Oak  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Send  resumes  no  later  than 
September  30. 


For  more  information  call 
426-6660  between  3-5  pm. 


STITCHERS  WANTED 

SKIRTS  and  SLACKS 

(Need  Not  Be  English-Speaking) 
120%  ALL  UNION  BENEFITS 

Telephone  426-5577 

Ask  For  Tomma 


NOW  OPEN 


CHATHAM 

WEST  g 


New  apartments  from  $208  including  utilities 

plus:  master  T.V.  antenna  system,  all  electric  kitchens, 

wall-to-wall  carpeting,  air  conditioning,  dishwashers, 

plus  clubhouse  with  party  room,  swimming  pool,  tennis,  and  24 

hour  maintenance. 

Rental  office  open  Monday-Thursday  from  12:00  p.m.  to  8:00 
p.m.,  Friday-Sunday  12:00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  Call  or  visit  our 
rental  office  202  Chatham  West  Drive,  Brockton,  MA  (617) 
580-1407. 


Apartment  leased  on  an  open 
occupancy  basis 

Financing  by  Massachusetts  Housing 
Finance  Agency. 


& 


X>e 


Local  NBC  radio  affiliate 
looking  for  full-time 
messenger-clerk  with  good 
mechanical  ability  and  car.  Must 
have  good  command  of  English 
language.  Please  call  Jan  Gadson 
at  267-0123  ext.  31. 

We  are  an  Equal  Opportunity 
Affirmative  Action  Employer. 


House  for  Sale 

Milton-  8  rm.  c.e.  col.;  1975 
beamed  family  kitchen  with 
raised  dining  area;  1V&  baths;  2 
car  garage;  formal  dining  rm., 
fireplace  living  rm.  and  screened 
in  porch;  3  Ige.  bedrooms  plus 
sewing  room;  low  taxes;  asking 
mid  40's;  call  owner's  agent, 
482-3198;  542-7688  or 

698-0847. 


Rooming  House  for  Sale 

22  rooms;  Beacon  Street,  Back  Bay,  Boston.  $8,000  down  payment. 
Call:  Christopher  Lee,  742-2548  during  business  hours. 
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The  Sampan 


September  1975 


Electricity  turned  off, 


removed,  harrassment 


.  By  Marian  Hwang 

Silently,  they  lived  without 
heat,  electricty  and  with  rats. 

Politely,  they  asked  the 
landlord  for  vital  repairs  and 
services.  Until  finally,  they  could 
take  it  no  more. 


Fortunately,  for  the  likes  of 
Peter  Chan,  manager  of  Little 
City  Hall,  Esther  Ang  and  Waltar 
Chan,  steps  are  being  taken  to 
correct  what  Chan  describes  as  a 
“disgusting”  situation. 

Residents  of  231  Harrison 
Avenue  came  to  Chan  one 
August  morning  to  complain 


about  living  conditions  in  the 
seven-story,  25  unit  building. 
Many  of  the  residents  were 
apprehensive.  Several  tenants 
claimed  they  did  not  know  how 
to  complain.  Others  voiced  fear 
of  harrassment  or  being  unable 
to  adequately  present  their  sides 
of  the  story  if  asked  to  appear 


OBSERVING  HIS  LION  COSTUME...on  display  at  the  Prudential  Bicentennial  Pavilion  Artifacts 
Display  is  14  year-old  Wayne  Wong  of  Brookline.  His  minature  Chinese  Lion  Costume  is  one  of  more 
than  100  artifacts  on  display  in  the  Pavilion.  Wayne  got  his  costume  as  a  young  child,  and  along  with  his 
cousin,  Mark,  they  learned  how  to  dance  to  the  beat  of  the  drums.  Hie  Chinese  Lion’s  Costume  is  also 
portrayed  in  the  slide  presentation  “Where’s  Boston?”,  a  dynamic  portrait  of  the  Hub  using  more  than 
3,000  slides,  40  computerized  projectors  and  eight  large  screens,  combined  with  quadraphonic  sound  to 
describe  Boston  200  years  after  the  American  Revolution. 

The  Prudential  Insurance  Company  and  Boston  200,  the  city’s  Bicentennial  organization,  are 
co-sponsoring  the  Pavilion. 

The  exhibit  is  open  daily  from  10  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  Admission  to  the  theatre’s  “Where’s  Boston” 
hourly  show  is  $2  for  adults  and  $1  for  children  under  12  and  senior  citizens.  There  is  a  20  percent 
discount  for  Boston  residents  showing  a  special  identification  card  available  at  Little  City  Hall  14  Oxford 
Stree,  in  Chinatown. 


before  an  alien  housing  court. 

In  all,  11  of  the  25  tenants 
expressed  their  desire  to  stand 
up  to  William  A.  Harris,  the 
owner  of  record  of  231  Harrison 
Avenue.  According  to  tenants, 
many  had  been  without  stove 
and  oven  facilities  for  as  long  as 
four  months. 

Electricity  continues  to  be 
shut  off  during  the  day  time 
hours  resulting  in  food  spoilage 
and  ineffective  air  conditioners. 
Other  tenants,  who  had  been 
promised  air  conditioners  upon 
occupancy,  are  without  them. 
Harris  removed  some  of  the  air 
conditioners  during  the  winter 
months,  promising  to  return 
them  in  the  spring.  He  never  did. 
And  last  year,  the  tenants  were 
swarmed  with  rats  and  cock 
roaches. 

The  residents  cited  other 
assorted  problems  such  as  leaky 
faucets,  cracked  walls  and 
ceilings,  poorly  lit  hallways, 
inoperative  elevators,  intercoms 
and  mail  boxes. 

Security  deposits  and  key 
deposits  have  not  been  returned 
when  the  tenant  vacates  the 
apartment.  According  to  one 
resident,  Harris  requested  that 
requests  for  security  deposits  be 
made  in  writing,  and  later 
informed  the  tenant  that  the 
time  limit  for  security  deposit 
returns  had  expired. 

As  if  these  problems  were  not 
enough,  tenants  were  given'  a 


rent  increase  of  approximately 
$20  for  a  one-bedroom 
apartment  even  though  the 
tenants  went  through  the  rent 
control  'board’s  appeal 
procedures. 

The  air  at  the  meeting  was 
typically  subdued.  Not  a  voice 
was  raised,  but  the  frustrations 
of  the  tenants  were  evident. 
After  Chan  heard  each  tenant’s 
housing  complaints,  he  stated, 
“It’s  really  so  obvious,  it’s 
disgusting.” 

In  response  to  the 
complaints,  Chan  guaranteed  the 
residents  protection  from  any 
possible  retaliation  by  Harris. 

At  present  Chan’s  plans  are 
to  go  to  the  housing  court, 
housing  specialists  and  clerks  “to 
make  them  aware  of  all  the 
v  i  o  1  a  t  i  o  n  s  . . . ,  t  o  make 
arrangements  that  the  court  will 
get  various  plaintiffs  to  file 
complaints  with  the  housing 
judge...  (and)  have  a  court 
hearing  in  Chinatown.” 

“We  will  get  inspectors  to  all 
the  apartments  and  to  go  in 
court  to  testify  against  Harris. 
We  will  get  the  rent  control 
board  to  make  sure  that  no  rent 
increase  is  granted  until  all 
violations  are  corrected,”  Chan 
said.  And  finally,  states  Chan, 
“If  this  is  not  enough,  we  will 
organize  a  demonstration  in 
front  of  this  building.” 


All  inquiries  concern¬ 
ing  advertising  rates  for 
The  Sampan  can  be 
made  at 

85A  Tyler  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
Ph.  426-8673 
(we  encourage  your 
support!) 


From  the  Money  Man. . . 


More  about  Individual  Retirement  Accounts 


Editor’s  Note:  This  month’s 
article  is  a  continuation  of  last 
month’s  discussion  of  the 
Pension  Reform  Act  of  1974 
(see  SAMPAN,  August  1975). 
Much  of  the  material  contained 
in  this  article  is  credited  to 
Teddy  Wong  from  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  and  the 
Commerce  Clearing  House,  Inc., 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

Wliat  is  an  IRA? 

The  Employment  Retirement 
Income  Security  Act  of  1974 
provides  for  the  creation  of 
individual  retirement  accounts 
for  persons  not  covered  by  a 
retirement  plan  where  they 
work.  The  plan  was  effective  on 
January  1,1975,  and  enables  a 
person  to  contribute  up  to  15% 
of  his  earned  income  or  $1,500 
whichever  is  less.  This 
contribution  is  then  set  aside  in 
a  special  trust,  or  used  to 
purchase  an  annuity  contract. 

Self-employed  persons,  such 
as  proprietors  and  partners,  who 
are  covered  under  plans  (H.R.  10 
plans-  Keough)  will  be  entitled 
to  increase  their  income  tax 
deduction  for  contributions 
made  in  their  behalf.  The 
maximum  annual  deduction  for 
taxable  years  beginning  after 
1973  will  be  geared  to  15%  is 
the  self-employed  person’s 
earned  income  subject  to 
maximum  deduction  of  $7,000 
for  the  year.  This  contrasts  with 
a  10%r$2,500  limit  under  former 
law. 


The  I  RIS  Act  Defined 

The  following  will  define  the 
Employment  Retirement 
Income  Act  of  1974  as  it  affects 
qualified  plans  of  the  individual. 

PARTICIPATION-  A  new 
employee  can  be  required  to 
wait  no  more  than  one  year  to 
participate  in  an  employee 
benefit  plan.  If  he  is  under  25 
years  of  age  when  he  commences 
work,  he  could  be  required  to 
wait  until  he  reaches  that  age, 
even  though  this  stretches  the 
waiting  period  beyond  one  year. 

VESTING-  A  plan  may  adopt 
one  of  three  minimum  vesting 
schedules: 

(1)  A  five-to-fifteen-  year 
graduated  schedule  under  which 
an  employee’s  accrued  benefit 
will  be  25%  vested  after  five 
years  service,  50%  vested  after 
ten  years  service  and  100% 
vested  after  15  years  service; 

(2)  A  ten-year  schedule  under 
which  an  employee’s  accrued 
benefit  will  be  100%  vested  after 
ten  years  service;  or 

(3)  A  “rule  of  45”  under 
which  the  accrued  benefit  of  an 
employee  with  five  or  more 
years  participation  will  be  50% 
vested  when  his  age  and  years  of 
service  equal  45,  and  another  ten 
percentage  points  will  vest  in 
each  of  the  following  five  years. 

The  foregoing  vesting 
schedules  apply  to  only  the 
benefits  derived  from  the 


employer’s  contributions  to  the 
plan.  Benefits  derived  from  the 
employee’s  own  contributions 
must  be  100%  vested  at  all 
tirrtes. 

FUNDING-  An  employer’s 
minimum  annual  contribution  to 
a  defined  plan  is  the  total 
normal  cost  of  funding  the  plan. 
Failure  to  meet  the  required 
funding  standards  will  subject 
the  employer  to  an  initial  5% 
excise  tax  on  the  accumulated 
funding  deficiency. 

LIMITATIONS  ON 
BENEFITS  AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS-  In  the  case 
of  defined  benefit  plans,  an 
overall  annual  benefit  llimitation 
of  the  lesser  of  $75,000  or  100% 
of  the  individual’s  average 
compensation  for  his  three 
highest  years  of  employment  is 
imposed. 

In  the  case  of  defined 
contribution  plans,  an  annual 
contribution  may  not  exceed  the 
lesser  of  $2,500  or  25%  of  the 
participant’s  compensation  for 
the  year. 

(In  a  defined  benefit  plan, 
the  amount  of  the  employee’s 
pension  is  established,  but  the 
employer’s  contribution  is  not. 
In  a  defined  contribution  plan, 
the  employer’s  contributions  are 
fixed,  but  the  amount  of  the 
employee’s  pension  is  not.) 

INDIVIDUAL 
RETIREMENT  ACCOUNTS-  An. 
individual  who  is  not  covered  by 
a  qualified  retirement  plan  or 
government  plan  may  set  up  his 


own  individual  retirement 
account.  Deductible 
contributions  to  an  individual 
retirement  account  are  limited 
to  the  lesser  of  $1,500  or  15%  of 
compensation.  The  tax-free 
transfer  (“rollover”)  of  assets 
between  individual  retirement 
accounts  and  qualified  plans  is 
permitted  under  specified 
„  circumstances. 

TERM  INSURANCE- 
Generally,  plans  that  affect 
interstate  commerce  or  that  are 
qualified  are  required  to  obtain 
plan  termination  insurance  that 
will  insure  participants  and 
beneficiaries  against  loss  of 
benefits  arising  from  a  complete 
or  partial  termination  of  the 
plan.  The  termination  insurance 
provisions  are  to  be  administered 
by  the  Pension  Benefit  Guaranty 

From  Page  1  — — — — 

not  been  sufficient  or 
appropriate. ..if  measures  are  not 
taken  within  the  next  few  days, 
to  comply  with  our  concerns  for 
quality  education  and  safety,  we 
will  be  forced  to  take  more 
severe  actions.” 

Although,  the  BCPA  has  “not 
decided  on  the  kind  of  action 
(it)  will  take,”  states  Ms.  Yu, 
“we  will  struggle  to  get  our 
demands  met.” 

More  than  150  parents  were 
at  the  standing  room  only 
combined  meeting  and  press 
conference  held  to  air  the 
greivances  and  to  publicize  the 


Corp.,  a  new  office  within  the 
Department  of  Labor. 

FIDUCIARY  RESPON- 
SIBLITY-  A  myriad  of  rules 
governing  the  conduct  and 
operations  of  plan  fiduciaries  is 
established.  Strict  standards  that 
plan  administrators  and  trustees 
must  meet  are  spelled  out,  and 
prohibited  transactions  are 
enumerated.  Elaborate  reporting 
and  disclosure  rules  are 
prescribed. 

ADMINISTRATION-  The 
Treasury  Department  and  the 
Labor  Department  share  in  the 
administration  of  the  new 
pension  overhaul  provisions. 

( Questions  and  comments 
concerning  the  Pension  Reform 
Act  of  1974  can  be  directed  to: 
The  Money  Man,  c/o  SAMPAN 
at  85A  Tyler  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02111  or  call  426-8673.) 


concern  of  the  Chinese  parents 
and  the  lack  of  response  from 
various  official  parties  and 
agencies  involved  in  the  busing 
effort. 

On  opening  day  of  school, 
September  8,  approximately  334 
Chinese  students  will  be  bused 
to  the  Charlestown  schools: 
Edwards  Middle  School,  Warren 
Prescott  Elementary  School, 
Kent  Elementary  School,  Price 
and  Bunker  Elementary’  Schools. 
An  additional  75  students  will 
be  bused  to  Roxbury,  and  184 
to  the  North  End. 


FROM  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA 
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2  PERFORMANCES  ONLY 

SYMPHONY  HALL 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

CORNER  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  & 
HUNTINGTON  AVENUES 

SUNDAY,  OCT- 19| 

AT  3  P.M.  &  8  P.M. 

TICKETS  $7.50  $6.50  $5.50  $4.50 
ON  SALE  AT  SYMPHONY  HALL 
BEGINNING  SEPT.  29  MON. 

MAIL  ORDERS  NOW  TO 
SYMPHONY  HALL,  BOSTON  02115 
CHINATOWN  TICKET  AGENT 
EASTERN  SUPER  MARKET 
46  BEACH  ST.  BOSTON,  MA021 1 1 
TEL.  542-9045  -  MR.  BILL  NG 
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WATERVIEW  APARTMENTS 

South  Boston’s  most  gracious  living  can  be  found  at  these  oceanfront  apart¬ 
ments.  This  new  three-story  apartment  building  is  withm  easy  access  to 
public  transportation. 

The  49  one  and  two  bedroom  apartments  are  equipped  with  the  most  modem 
conveniences:  air  conditioning,  wall  to  wall  carpeting,  decorator  kitchens 
and  bathrooms,  and  garbage  disposals.  The  two  bedroom  units  have  dish¬ 
washers  and  dining  areas.  There  are  laundry  facilities,  community  room 
and  storage  areas  conveniently  located  in  the  building.  There  will  be 
full-time  resident  superintendent. 

Rents  for  these  one  and  two  bedroom  apartments  range  from  $250  to  $350. 
Utilities  are  included  in  the  rent. 

Rent  subsidies  are  available  for  qualified  applicants. 


For  further  information 
please  call  723-1630 

Financed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Housing  Finance  Agency 


Equal  Housing 
Opportunity 


The  Action  From  Chinese  Teens  recently  received  a  donation  from 
Boston  Gas  Company.  Beverly  A.  Munn,  a  Boston  Gas  public  affairs 
specialist,  presented  the  check  to  the  club’s  advisors,  Paul  L.  Chin, 
and  Fannie  Kwan. 

ACT  Elects  New  Officers 

Paul  L.  Chin,  outreach  youth 
coordinator  from  the  Boys?.  Club 
of  Boston,  were  instrumental  in 
establishing  ACT  as  a  means  to 
meet  the  various  needs  of  young 
Chinese- Americans  and  to 
provide  a  civic  spirit  which 
would  enrich  the  community  as 
well. 


Action  from  Chinese  Teens 
(ACT),  formed  in  October, 
1974,  and  going  strong,  elected 
new  officers  at  a  recent  dinner 
party  held  in  late  August. 

The  new  officers  are:  Lester 
Wong,  president;  Mary  Tom,  vice 
president;  Joe  Chin,  secretary; 
Marilyn  Chin,  treasurer;  and 
Hung  Lee,  membership 
secretary. 

According  to  Fannie  Kwan, 
one  of  the  three  advisers  to 
ACT,  there  are  nearly  90 
members  in  the  social/service 
organization.  The  non-profit 
organization  of  Chinese-Ameri- 
can  teens  from  throughout  the 
Greater  Boston  area  is 
“dedicated  to  action  on  behalf 
of  the  Chinatown  community  as 
well  as  to  action  in  the  area  of 
individual  self-improvement  and 
recreation.” 

Ms.  Kwan,  office  manager  of 
the  CACA  Multi-Service  Center, 
where  ACT  is  temporarily 
operated,  along  with  the  two 
other  advisers,  Wendy  Chou, 
former  SAMPAN  staff  member 
and  A.B.C.D.  youth  counselor, 


MEN  AND 
WOMEN 

PART-TIME 


Start  at  $25  per  day 

JOB  SECURITY  -  NO  LAYOFFS 
We  train  you  in  career  field  • 
opportunity  for  advancement 
•  many  fringe  benefits  •  insur¬ 
ance  •  pension  plan 

MASSACHUSETTS  ARMY 
NATIONAL  GUARD 
CALL  TODAY 

Mr.  Crane 
126th  Signal  Bn 
Tel.  472-0037 


Management  by  Federal  Management  Co.,  Inc 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA  BRITANNICA 

SALES  and  SERVICE 

For  free  preview  booklet  call  (617)  227-6189 

SENIOR  CITIZENS 

(Central  (grammar  ci rtwi e n  t J 

IN  GLOUCESTER 

Now  offering  for  October  occupancy,  one  and 
two  bedroom  apartments  specially  designed  for 
adults,  55  and  older.  Special  features  include  fully 
equipped  formica  kitchen,  tile  baths,  fire  and 
emergency  detection  systems,  master  T.V.  antenna 
as  well  as  disposals,  stove  exhaust  fans  and  indi¬ 
vidually  controlled  heat.  Central  laundry  facilities, 
a  furnished  community  room  with  kitchen,  on-site 
parking  and  in-residence  management  also  provided. 

Moderate  level  rents,  starting  at  $180  for  a  one 
bedroom  and  $215  for  a  two  bedroom,  and  adjusted 
lower  rents  for  qualified  applicants,  include  all  ma¬ 
jor  utilities.  Some  units  available  for  handicapped 
persons. 

This  beautifully  renovated  19th  Century  school 
building  has  five  floors  of  spacious  apartments,  serv¬ 
iced  by  elevator,  with  varying  types  of  living  units, 
including  duplex  and  open  plans,  and  private  yards 
and  rooftop  terraces. 

For  more  information  call  Greater  Boston  Com¬ 
munity  Development,  in  Boston,  at  227-7897. 

These  units  are  financed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Housing  Finance  Agency  and  are  available  on  an 
nnen  occupancy  basis. 


A  paid  political  announcement 
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Mayor  White  Receiving  Moon -Cakes  From  Shih  Hing  Lee  At  August  Moon  Festival  1975. 


RE-ELECT  MAYOR  KEVIN  H.  WHITE 

FOR  OUR  SAKE 

Mayor  White  is  a  friend  of  and  a  champion  for  the  Chinese  community. 

Among  his  major  contributions,  he:  . 

*  Established  The  Chinatown  Little  City  Hall. 

*  Appropriated  $10  Million  To  Build  The  New  Quincy  Community  School. 

*  Improved  Streets,  Street  Lighting,  Sidewalks,  Sewage  In  South  Cove  —  Chinatown. 

i  -  '*  - 

*  Turned  Over  The  Old  Quincy  School  To  The  C.C.B.A.  for  A  Chinese  Community  Center  Plus  $50,000  From 
Revenue  Sharing  To  Be  Used  As  Renovation  Money. 

*  Supported  and  Funded  The  Chinese  Golden  Age  Center;  Started  The  Mayor’s  Older  Bostonian  Program  and 
The  Taxi  Discount  Program. 

*  Appropriated  $10,000  To  Build  Pagoda  Park. 

*  Funded  The  Chinatown  Vocational  English  Education  Program. 

*  Funded  Summerthing,  August  Moon  Festival,  and  The  Summer  Swimming  and  Athletic  Program  at  Don  Bosco. 

*  Recruited  3  Chinese  Police  Cadets,  An  Historic  First  For  The  City  of  Boston. 

VOTE  KEVIN  H.  WHITE  on  Tuesday,  September  23.  1975 

— Paid  for  by  the  Chinese  for  the  re-election  of  Mayor  White 
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